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Inspiring and serving the Northwest flute community 

Felix Skowronek Memorial Event
Guest Artists: Leonard Garrison, flute with

Roger McVey, piano
Special tribute to SFS Founder Felix Skowronek

in celebration of our 
40th Anniversary Season

Sunday, November 3, 2019, 2:00-5:15 PM
University of Washington, Brechemin Auditorium

ADMISSION
Student Members: $15

Members: $20
General: $25

2:00-2:45 pm Special Celebration of SFS Founder Felix 
Skowronek for 40th Anniversary Season
3:00-4:00 pm Garrison/McVey Recital

4:15-5:15 pm Masterclass with Leonard Garrison

https://www.seattleflutesociety.org/felix-skowronek-memorial-event


Dear Members of the Seattle Flute Society,

I am so honored to serve you as president as we 
celebrate the 40th season of the Seattle Flute Society! It 
feels like I’m coming home in a way, as the SFS and 
specifically, the Horsfall Competition, played such an 
important role throughout my junior high and high 
school years. I feel so thankful to be able to give back to 
our wonderful flute community as we work together to 
bring beautiful flute music to the Pacific Northwest.

From the President:

Our September event, the Flute Celebration Day, was a terrific success. Thanks to all of 
our performers who did such a magnificent job of highlighting the talents of our local 
flute sections and local composers. 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 3! We have a full day planned for our annual 
Felix Skowronek Memorial Event. Fittingly, we’ll start off with a tribute to Felix by Jeffrey 
Cohan, Pamela Butler Ryker, Rae Terpenning, and Phyllis McDaniel – flutists who knew 
him and were well-acquainted with his work throughout the community. Of course, this 
society was founded by him and it will be a wonderful time of remembering the impact 
he made and the dedication to SFS that he so clearly demonstrated. Following that will 
be a recital and masterclass given by Leonard Garrison, professor of flute at the 
University of Idaho. He and his colleagues have put together a wonderful program of 
music and we hope you will join us for this special afternoon.

Looking forward to 2020, Horsfall applications are now open! Please find more details on 
our website. I personally am looking forward to hearing all of the young talented flutists 
who are already practicing hard for the upcoming competition in January.

As always, you can find important details about our events in our newsletter, online, on 
our Facebook page, and now on our new Instagram page - @seattleflutesociety! Our 
publicity board member Evan Pengra Sult has been doing a fantastic job of highlighting 
our events via Instagram, so if you haven’t checked it out yet, please do – and make sure 
to follow us!

I’m looking forward to seeing you all on November 3. Please come up and introduce 
yourself to me as I’d be delighted to meet each and every one of you.

Warmly,
Christina Medawar



Celebrating Felix Skowronek and the SFS
by Paul Taub

Felix Skowronek was no stranger to visionary 
leadership. He was a co-founder of the Soni
Ventorum Woodwind Quintet in 1961 and 
played with the group for over 40 years. He was 
a well-known advocate for the wooden flute; led 
the National Flute Association for a year in the 
mid-1980s during a major growth period of NFA; 
he ran concert series, built headjoints, played a 
little jazz, and was a beloved and influential 
Professor here at the University of Washington 
for many years.

This season, we are celebrating Felix Skowronek’s vision to form a local flute society. American flute 
clubs had been in existence since before 1920. But riding a wave of popularity of the instrument 
that began in the 1960s, more and more clubs were being born. The flute “community” in Seattle 
was still relatively small in the late 1970s, especially when you compare it to today; nevertheless, 
Felix Skowronek, along with Rae Terpenning who became the first Vice President and second 
President, gathered a group of volunteers to form a Board of Directors, incorporate as a 
Washington State corporation and organized a first season. 

Here was the way the mission statement read in the By-Laws passed in 1980: 

The general aims and purposes of the Society shall be to cultivate, promote,
foster, sponsor and develop among its members and the general public the appreciation of the flute 
as a musical instrument; to develop and further the quality of the instrument itself and of its related 
components; to encourage the composition of music for the flute; and to improve the quality of 
performance of flutists.

As you can see, it’s not much different from today’s Mission Statement that can be viewed on the 
SFS website!

SFS programs quickly become highlights of the music season. Back in those days many of the 
programs and guests we invited were through Felix’s experience and contacts around the country. 
Julius Baker, Sam Baron, Frances Blaisdell, Donald Peck and so many others came to Seattle to 
share their wisdom and inspiration with the growing community here.

Within a year after Felix died in 2006, the Felix Skowronek Memorial Event became a part of our 
season. It is designed to feature a regional flutist in a performance and in a master class. Last year’s 
Board thought that this year, it should also have a special component honoring the man for whom 
the event is named – hence our November 3 event to commemorate Felix himself and the flute 
society he in part founded.



It was August of 1979. There was a masterclass being held at Whitworth College 
featuring Julius Baker. Several carloads of flute enthusiasts from Seattle drove east 
for the class. In my car the conversation turned to how nice it would be to have 
similar classes in Seattle. In order to do that, we would need some kind of flute club 
to organize events. Such a club could also be a forum for teachers to share tips, 
repertoire, etc. We even set a tentative date for a startup meeting. I said I would try 
to get a room at Seattle Pacific University for a meeting. When people returned to 
Seattle we all got caught up in our busy lives, the start of school, etc.. I didn't hear 
from anyone about the meeting, so I assumed it wasn't going to take place. Then 
Felix Skowronek called asking me if we were going ahead with starting a flute club 
and if I had been able to get a room for the meeting. I said ,"Sure." We confirmed the 
date (Sept. 16, 1979) and time, and we contacted people who had been involved in 
the discussions in the car on the way to Spokane as well several other teachers in the 
Seattle area.

At that first organizing meeting in the faculty lounge at SPU there were 10 or 11 of us 
around the table. We enthusiastically talked about when we could have our first 
general meeting and what kinds of things we wanted to do. We discussed the pros 
and cons of names (Seattle Flute Club, Seattle Flute Association, Seattle Flute 
Society?). At the conclusion of that meeting, each person put $10 "in the pot" to 
cover startup expenses (printing, stamps, etc.) and that was when I knew we were 
really going to have a flute club in Seattle!

We all did our best to get the word out about the first meeting. In the days before 
the Internet, it took a lot of work to get that done. The committee secured a hall (at 
SPU), invited performers, printed programs, etc., and we began anticipating the first 
meeting and concert. We were all a little nervous wondering if anyone would come 
to the event which was to be held November 4, 1979. Then the "dream" became 
reality as almost 100 people attended the program and most of them signed up as 
members.

The Seattle Flute Society was launched! 

One person's account of the 
founding of the Seattle Flute 
Society
by Rae Terpenning
(reprinted from 2015)



Leonard Garrison is Professor of Flute at the 
University of Idaho and recipient of the 
University’s Presidential Mid-Career Award and 
an Idaho Commission on the Arts Fellowship. 
He is flutist in the Northwest Wind Quintet and 
the Scott/Garrison Duo, Principal Flute of the 
Walla Walla Symphony, and Past President and 
Program Chair of The National Flute 
Association. In summers, he teaches and 
performs at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp in 
Michigan.

His eleven CDs, including premiere recordings of many works, have received rave reviews. Flute 
Talk called Superflute “astounding,” and The Flute Network said “his performance was ‘just 
‘superior’ both in brilliant technique and musicianship.” Fanfare Magazine wrote of East Meets 
West, “Leonard Garrison’s basic sound is extraordinary—uncommonly rich, pure, and true.”

Leonard has been flutist in the Chicago Symphony and the Tulsa Philharmonic, soloist on National 
Public Radio's Performance Today, and a frequent performer at National Flute Association 
conventions. He has taught at The University of Tulsa, Bowling Green State University, the 
University of Arkansas, and the University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire. The Flutist Quarterly, Flute 
Talk and other journals have published his articles.
Garrison holds a Doctor of Music from Northwestern University, a Master of Music and Master of 
Arts from Stony Brook University, and Bachelor of Music from The Oberlin Conservatory of Music. 
He studied with Samuel Baron, Walfrid Kujala, and Robert Willoughby.

American pianist Roger McVey has performed as a soloist and collaborative pianist throughout 
the United States, in Europe, Asia, Cyprus, New Zealand and Mexico. McVey is an assistant 
professor of piano at the University of Idaho, and he has previously taught at the University of 
Kansas, Mercer University and the University of Wisconsin-River Falls. He holds degrees in piano 
performance from the University of Kansas, Indiana University and East Carolina University. 
Additionally, he has studied at the Aspen Music Festival and the Chautauqua Institute.

McVey has studied with internationally acclaimed pianists Menahem Pressler, Jack Winerock, 
Anton Nel, Herbert Stessin and Henry Doskey, and he has coached with artists such as Claude 
Frank, Janos Starker, William Warfield, Eric Rosenblith and the Emerson Quartet. He was a top 
prizewinner in the International Beethoven Competition (U.S.A.) and was a semi-finalist at the 
International Franz Liszt Competition in Poland, where critics praised his "passionate artistry and 
electrifying virtuosity." Recent performances have taken him to China, South Korea, Spain and 
Italy, as well as New York, Minneapolis and Atlanta. In 2012 he released his third CD recording, 
entitled Perspectives. In addition to his solo concerts, McVey performs with his trio, the Trio St. 
Croix and regularly collaborates as a chamber musician.

An active clinician, McVey frequently gives masterclasses and presentations at universities, music 
schools and for music teacher associations. He has presented at the College Music Society 
national conference and for the Wisconsin Music Teachers Association. An avid listener of rock 
music, jazz, rap and funk, McVey's other interests include cooking, playing chess, surfing and 
skiing. He resides in Moscow, Idaho, with his wife, Giselle, and their three children.



It’s Easy AND On-Line!
Join or renew your membership to the Seattle Flute Society

(If using a computer is not your thing, then please send  
membership information and check to address below.)

Select membership level:

Active - $35.00 (USD) Subscription period: 1 year
Active Recurring Member - $35.00 (USD) Subscription period: 1 year
Automatic renewal (recurring payments)
Commercial - $100.00 (USD) Subscription period: 1 year
Lifetime - $500.00 (USD) Subscription period: Unlimited
Patron - $75.00 (USD) Subscription period: 1 year

Seattle Flute Society
4244 University Way NE

PO Box 45597
Seattle, WA 98105

We are now using Wild Apricot to manage Seattle Flute Society 
membership!

Please click here to join or renew.

All membership inquiries should be directed to 
Kristine Rominski, Membership Coordinator, 

at seattleflute.membership@gmail.com

https://seattleflutesociety2.wildapricot.org/membership
mailto:seattleflute.membership@gmail.com


Membership Benefits include:

• Discounted tickets for all events

• Receive the SFS Newsletter (electronic and/or paper)

• Make announcements about jobs, performances, instruments for sale, etc. on 
our Facebook page or in the newsletter

• Listing in our Online Teacher Directory (additional $5 added to membership 
fee)

• Participate in the SFS Flute Choir

• Opportunity to perform in the All Members' Recital or Young Members' Recital

• Free access to the SFS Lending Library

• Apply to perform in our competitions and masterclasses:
Horsfall Competition (Grades 6-12),
Young Artist Competition (Age 30 and under),
Felix Skowronek Memorial Event Masterclass (no age requirement)



Seattle Flute Society Flute Choir
about the SFS Flute Choir

The SFS Flute Choir is a positive and friendly group. The group's style is upbeat 
and encouraging, with an emphasis on skill-building. If you are rusty or haven't 
played in an ensemble recently (or ever!), this may be the ensemble for you—give 
us a try!

Intermediate and advanced level flutists will be comfortable with the difficulty of 
the repertoire. There is a twice-yearly fee of $35 (make checks payable to the 
Seattle Flute Society). 

All participants must be current SFS members.

Rehearsal Time and Location:

The SFS Flute Choir meets from Fall through Spring of each year. 
Rehearsals are held on Sunday evenings from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at Northminster
Presbyterian Church, 7706 25th Ave NW, in the Ballard/Loyal Heights area of 
Seattle.

Our 2019 Fall Season begins September 8, 2019 under the direction of Flute Choir 
Director, Stephanie Kolokotroni-Jones. It ends December 15, 2019. Spring 
rehearsals will begin January 19, 2020. Please contact the flute choir manager at 
seattleflute.flutechoirmanager@gmail.com if you are interested in joining us!

mailto:seattleflute.flutechoirmanager@gmail.com


Come enjoy music performed by the
Seattle Flute Choir!

Concerts are free and open to the public
(except our Holiday concert).

Fall Concerts Dates are:

Nov. 10, 2019 4:00-5:00 PM
Northminster Presbyterian Church

7706 25th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

Nov. 17, 2019 4:00-5:00 PM
The Kenney

7125 Fauntleroy Way SW
Seattle, WA 98136

Holiday Concert:
Dec. 15, 2019 6:45 and 8:45 PM

Lights of Christmas
Warm Beach Camp
20800 Marine Dr

Stanwood, WA 98292

Spring Concert:
April 26, 2020 7:00 PM

Redmond United Methodist Church
16540 NE 80th St

Redmond, WA 98052



Music Marketplace

Got a concert or recital programs 
coming up?

Got an instrument to sell, trade, or 
buy?

Try using this Marketplace feature of 
the Newsletter!

Classified/Marketplace ads are $5 per every 3 lines. ($10 for 
non-members). Please send your check payable to SFS along 
with your typed ad copy to the postal address:

SEATTLE FLUTE SOCIETY
PO Box 45597
SEATTLE, WA 98105

Performance announcements are a service to our members 
and are free of charge.

LENDING LIBRARY
SFS members in good standing may borrow music for free. Music is primarily flute 

choir music but there is some smaller flute ensemble pieces. A large volume of 
flute and piano, flute solo and flute study music has also been recently donated. 

(Although these are not yet entered into the database,
they are available for browsing.)

See our website: 
http://seattleflutesociety.org/resources/lending-library/

to browse our current collection.
For more information, contact:

seattleflute.flutechoirmanager@gmail.com

http://seattleflutesociety.org/resources/lending-library/
mailto:seattleflute.flutechoirmanager@gmail.com


Alexander Illitch Eppler: 1955–2019 

Alexander Eppler, the Seattle-based wooden flutemaker and repairer, composer, and virtuoso 
performer on numerous instruments, died at home on June 6, 2019, from heart and other health 
issues. In a Facebook tribute, his godson remembered him as “a person from a different age, a 
different world. I have never known someone so multifaceted. Who could know the details of his life 
as an instrumentalist, choral arranger and conductor, maker and repairer of multiple types of 
instrument, jeweler, wine maker, farmer.”

Eppler (Alex or Sasha to his many friends) spent his early years in Russia (then the U.S.S.R.) and 
Bulgaria, moving to the latter following the death of his father. While there, he trained at the 
Bulgarian State Conservatory; he always set great store by the rigorous traditional music education 
he received there, and could still, years later, break into rapid-fire, perfect solmization. He first came 
to the United States as a touring musician, performing as an acclaimed soloist on the balalaika and 
the kaval (a Bulgarian end-blown flute). His other instruments included the gaida and the cymbalom, 
and he remained an active performer until the end of his life. 

Always interested in building instruments as well as playing them, Eppler first worked as a maker of 
violins and violas, and once even experimented with crafting a double bass. In the mid-1970s, he met 
Felix Skowronek, then professor at the University of Washington, who was playing on a British-made 
wooden flute. At the time, wooden flutes were comparatively rare in the United States, but Eppler
was convinced of their superiority and, with Skowronek’s encouragement and partnership, moved 
into the realm of flutemaking. Skowronek, who died in 2006, described Eppler as “a genius, a wizard 
with wood” for a 2005 profile in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

Over time, Eppler became a specialist in restoring and making wooden flutes, piccolos, and 
headjoints, working in Cocus and Grenadilla woods, Snakewood, and African Blackwood. He also 
occasionally worked with metal, crafting fine jewelry and making flutes in both silver and 14-karat 
gold.

Eppler was an active member of the Orthodox Church, devoting significant energy to composing and 
arranging music for services. He was especially proud of his diploma from the Summer School of 
Liturgical Music in Jordanville, New York, and recordings of many of his compositions can be found 
online. Friends and visitors to his workshop knew him as a brilliant and wide-ranging 
conversationalist, always eager to dive into a discussion of American or global politics, the art of 
flutemaking, music and music education, food and wine, and Bulgarian cultural history, among 
countless other topics. No visit was complete without a game of fetch with Bongo, Eppler’s much-
loved dachshund.

Eppler was preceded in death by his parents Ilya (1971) and Nina (1992) Eppler and his wife Ariadna
(1993). He is survived by his brother George Illitch Eppler and his sister-in-law, Susan. 

A panikhida (Eastern Orthodox memorial) service was held on June 12 at the St. Nicholas Russian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Seattle, and Eppler was buried next to his wife in Lakeview Cemetery under a 
headstone he himself had carved many years earlier.

This article was originally written by Evan Pengra Sult for The Flutist Quarterly, the membership 
magazine of the National Flute Association, and is used here with permission. nfaonline.org

http://nfaonline.org/






SFS Board List

Officers
Christina Medawar, President
seattleflute.president@gmail.com
Rose Johnson, Vice President
seattleflute.vicepresident@gmail.com
Jenny Eggert, Secretary
seattleflute.secretary@gmail.com
Jan Bleakney, Treasurer
seattleflute.treasurer@gmail.com

Directors
Nayoung Ham, Events Coordinator
seattleflute.eventscoordinator@gmail.com
Kristine Rominski, Membership
seattleflute.membership@gmail.com
Erin Happenny, Commercial Membership
seattleflute.commercialmembers@gmail.com
Megan Seibert, Hospitality, seattleflute.hospitality@gmail.com
Cassie Lear, Horsfall Competition Coordinator/Education Liaison
seattleflute.horsfall@gmail.com
Dean Speer, Newsletter Editor
seattleflute.newslettereditor@gmail.com
Francis Timlin, Historian
seattleflute.historian@gmail.com
Jennie Goldberg, Flute Choir Manager
seattleflute.flutechoirmanager@gmail.com
Evan Pengra Sult, Webmaster
seattleflute.publicity@gmail.com
Daniel Stein, At-Large
seattleflute.atlarge@gmail.com
Paul Taub, Immediate Past President - Ex Officio
ptaub@mac.com

mailto:seattleflute.eventscoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:seattleflute.newslettereditor@gmail.com
mailto:seattleflute.historian@gmail.com
mailto:seattleflute.flutechoirmanager@gmail.com
mailto:seattleflute.publicity@gmail.com
mailto:seattleflute.atlarge@gmail.com
mailto:ptaub@mac.com


Mission Statement/Core Values 
Inspiring and serving the Northwest flute community 

As the premier local flute organization, the Seattle Flute Society: 
Fosters and inspires appreciation of the flute among its members 

and the general public. 
Promotes collegiality and support within the flute community. 
Educates and inspires the development of flutists at all levels. 
Provides opportunities for local flutists to perform, learn new 
techniques, and hear performances by professional flutists. 

Encourages the composition of music for the flute. 
Provides scholarship opportunities for aspiring flutists. 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION: In general, articles and announcements must be 
received by the 10th of the month for inclusion in the following issue. To submit an 
article for inclusion, contact Dean Speer, Newsletter Editor, at 
seattleflute.newslettereditor@gmail.com (206) 324-0572 [H] or SEATTLE FLUTE 
SOCIETY, PO Box 45597, SEATTLE, WA 98105. The Editor reserves the right to edit all 
submissions for grammar, length, clarity, and appropriateness. The opinions 
expressed by individual contributors do not necessarily express those of the SFS. 
Paper copies of the Newsletter are available by request. Send address changes by e-
mail (preferred method) to Kristine Rominski at 
seattleflute.membership@gmail.com. You may also send changes by mail. 
Classified/Marketplace ads are $5 per every 3 lines. ($10 for non-members). Please 
send your check payable to SFS along with your typed ad copy to the above postal 
address. Performance announcements are a service to our members and are free of 
charge. For commercial display ads and membership, please contact our 
commercial membership representative: Erin Happenny at 
seattleflute.commercialmembers@gmail.com

mailto:seattleflute.newslettereditor@gmail.com
mailto:seattleflute.membership@gmail.com


From:
SEATTLE FLUTE SOCIETY
PO Box 45597
SEATTLE, WA 98105


